Day 1
What is Advent?
Many of us have heard of Advent, but we’re not really sure
what it has to do with Christmas. Advent means coming, so as a
part of the anticipation of Christmas, we celebrate the birth of
Jesus. Celebrating the coming of Christ is a beautiful thing. As we
anticipate celebrating the birth of Christ this Advent season, let’s
be excited and give ourselves in worship and celebration to the
Hope of the world. To kick off day 1 in this Advent Devotional,
we’re going to take a look at the moment that Mary and Joseph
we’re told they would raise King Jesus.
18 

This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother,
Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before
the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she
became pregnant through the power of the Holy
Spirit. 19
 Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a
righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly,
so he decided to break the engagement quietly.
20 

As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said,
“do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child
within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21
 And she
will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus,[i] for he
will save his people from their sins.”
22 

All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message
through his prophet:
23 

“Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
She will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel,[j]
which means ‘God is with us.’”

24 

When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded and took Mary as his wife. 25
 But he did not
have sexual relations with her until her son was born.
And Joseph named him Jesus.
Matthew 1:18-25 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
What does advent mean to you? How do you normally
anticipate celebrating the birth of Christ each year?
What do you hope to learn through the next 25 days as we
celebrate Christmas together?

Day 2
Joy in the Season
During the season of Advent, we can find joy. Because of the
birth of Jesus and life He lived, displaying His grace, we are saved
from our sin. When the Wise Men made it to see baby Jesus after
a long journey, they were filled with Joy.
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign
of King Herod. About that time some wise men from
eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is
the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it
rose, and we have come to worship him.”
3

King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this,
as was everyone in Jerusalem. 4 He called a meeting of
the leading priests and teachers of religious law and
asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?”
5

“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what
the prophet wrote:
6

‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
are not least among the ruling cities of Judah,
for a ruler will come from you
who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’”
7

Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise
men, and he learned from them the time when the star
first appeared. 8 Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem
and search carefully for the child. And when you find
him, come back and tell me so that I can go and
worship him, too!”
9

After this interview the wise men went their way. And
the star they had seen in the east guided them to
Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the

place where the child was. 10
 When they saw the star,
they were filled with joy! 11 They entered the house and
saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.
12 

When it was time to leave, they returned to their own
country by another route, for God had warned them in
a dream not to return to Herod.
Matthew 2:1-12 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
As followers of Jesus, why should we find joy during the season of
Advent?
Reread Matthew 2:9-10. What do you think caused the Wise Men to be
joyful?

Day 3
A Light to the World
After a long wait for the Messiah, Simeon was filled with joy
to hold Jesus in his arms. As he did, he knew that Jesus would be
the Light of the world.
30 

I have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared for all people.
32 
He is a light to reveal God to the nations,
and he is the glory of your people Israel!”
31 

Luke 2:30-32 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
How has Jesus been a “light” in your life? What does it look like
for us to let that light overcome our darknesses?
What can you do to celebrate Jesus as the light of the world this
Advent season?

Day 4
Gabriel Predicts Jesus’ Birth - part 1
When Elizabeth was six months along with her son who
would become John the Baptist, an angel named Gabriel
shows up to Mary and tells her to not be afraid. Gabriel tells
Mary that she will conceive and give birth to the Savior of the
world!
26 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27
 to a
virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a
man named Joseph, a descendant of King
David. 28
 Gabriel appeared to her and said,
“Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!”
29 

Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the
angel could mean. 30
 “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel
told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31
 You will
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32
 He will be very great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of
his ancestor David. 33
 And he will reign over
Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!”
Luke 1:26-33 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
If you were in Mary’s shoes, what would your reaction to Gabriel
be? What about the news that he tells her about giving birth to
Jesus?
During this Christmas season, what is God telling you to not be
afraid of?

Day 5
Gabriel Predicts Jesus’ Birth - part 2
Mary gives herself in full surrender to the plan God has for
her to give birth to Jesus. Gabriel explains how God’s word never
fails and how Elizabeth is an example of God’s love and
influence as she once was barren, but was now pregnant with her
son.
34 

Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a
virgin.”
35 

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So
the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the
Son of God. 36
 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has
become pregnant in her old age! People used to say she
was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her
sixth month. 37
 For the word of God will never fail.”
38 

Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May
everything you have said about me come true.” And then
the angel left her.
Luke 1:34-38 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
What have been some things in your life that God has done what
you thought would be impossible? How does that bring us closer
to Him?
How can you draw nearer as a servant of Jesus like Mary was?
Why does that matter during this advent season?

Day 6
Mary Visits Elizabeth
Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth and when she arrived,
Elizabeth’s son leaped within her. Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit and she became overcome with joy. Elizabeth told
Mary how she was blessed for believing what the Lord said He
would do.
39 

A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of
Judea, to the town 40
 where Zechariah lived. She entered
the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41
 At the sound of
Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped within her, and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
42 

Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God
has blessed you above all women, and your child is
blessed. 43
 Why am I so honored, that the mother of my
Lord should visit me? 44
 When I heard your greeting, the
baby in my womb jumped for joy. 45
 You are blessed
because you believed that the Lord would do what he
said.”
Luke 1:39-45 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
When have you seen the Spirit leading and moving in your life?
What has God done for you that has filled you with joy?
Who is someone in your life that displays faithfulness and belief
the same way Mary does?

Day 7
Mary’s Song
While many would complain about the task they have been
given from God, Mary decided to give God all the praise. She
worshipped God and showed He was most important to her.
46 

Mary responded,
“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord.
How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!
48 
For he took notice of his lowly servant girl,
and from now on all generations will call me blessed.
49 
For the Mighty One is holy,
and he has done great things for me.
50 
He shows mercy from generation to generation
to all who fear him.
51 
His mighty arm has done tremendous things!
He has scattered the proud and haughty ones.
52 
He has brought down princes from their thrones
and exalted the humble.
53 
He has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away with empty hands.
54 
He has helped his servant Israel
and remembered to be merciful.
55 
For he made this promise to our ancestors,
to Abraham and his children forever.”
47 

Luke 1:46-55 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
In what ways can you surrender your life further to God? What
kind of lyrics would your song to God sing?
How does Mary’s song point to Jesus’ birth? Why should we
remember this song during Christmas?

Day 8
The Prophecy from Zechariah
After the birth of his son, John, Zechariah prophecies how
his son will lead the way for Jesus. Zechariah prophecies how
John will tell the Good News about Jesus in how He will forgive,
help people find salvation, and give light to those who choose to
sit in their darknesses. John would teach many of the path that
leads to life.
76 

“And you, my little son,
will be called the prophet of the Most High,
because you will prepare the way for the Lord.
77 
You will tell his people how to find salvation
through forgiveness of their sins.
78 
Because of God’s tender mercy,
the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us,
79 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow
of death,
and to guide us to the path of peace.”
Luke 1:76-79 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
Why is Zechariah’s prophecy so important to the Christmas
story? In this season of Advent, what sins do you need to confess
before the Lord?
How have you seen God’s tender mercy displayed in your life?
What steps can you take toward the path of peace this week?

Day 9
Hope in the Messiah Part 1
Isaiah was an Old Testament prophet that prophecies about
the hope that is found in the Messiah. He tells of a time when
despair will not go on forever. Through Jesus, people will see a
great light and rejoice because of His saving power.
Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not
go on forever. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will be
humbled, but there will be a time in the future when
Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that
runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with
glory.
2

The people who walk in darkness
will see a great light.
For those who live in a land of deep darkness,
a light will shine.
3
You will enlarge the nation of Israel,
and its people will rejoice.
They will rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest
and like warriors dividing the plunder.
4
For you will break the yoke of their slavery
and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders.
You will break the oppressor’s rod,
just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian.
5
The boots of the warrior
and the uniforms bloodstained by war
will all be burned.
They will be fuel for the fire.
Isaiah 9:1-5 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
What darknesses does Jesus want to turn into light in your life?
What things challenge you in this prophecy from Isaiah? Why
does this prophecy matter to the Advent season?

Day 10
Hope in the Messiah Part 2
Isaiah gives us a glimpse of what it would be like when Christ
was born. Jesus would take up the throne of His ancestor David
and many would call Him Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. There are many more
names we have for Jesus, but the Truth remains that because of
His birth and life He lived, we have these beautiful names to
associate with Jesus. His life impacted us all when He chose to
come to earth as a baby, live a full and sinless life, and take on the
death that we deserve.
6

For a child is born to us,
a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.
And he will be called:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His government and its peace
will never end.
He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of
his ancestor David
for all eternity.
The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s
Armies
will make this happen!
Isaiah 9:6-7 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
Which of the four names that Isaiah calls Jesus do you feel like
impacts you the most? How do these four names relate to us in
our lives of following Jesus?
In this season of waiting to celebrate Jesus, what names do you
tend to associate with our Savior?

Day 11
The suffering Savior Part 1
Isaiah gives us a prophecy of Jesus about His suffering. In
His life, Jesus was despised, rejected, humiliated, abused, and
more. The beautiful thing is through all of that, Jesus carried our
weaknesses and died for all of our sins. He saved us all from our
shame, sin, and darknesses all because He simply loves us. None
of this could have happened without the birth of Jesus. Here,
Isaiah was prophesying about that beautiful message of hope
we’ve been given. He died so that we could live.
Who has believed our message?
To whom has the Lord revealed his powerful arm?
2
My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender
green shoot,
like a root in dry ground.
There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his
appearance,
nothing to attract us to him.
3
He was despised and rejected—
a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief.
We turned our backs on him and looked the other way.
He was despised, and we did not care.
4
Yet it was our weaknesses he carried;
it was our sorrows[a] that weighed him down.
And we thought his troubles were a punishment from
God,
a punishment for his own sins!
5
But he was pierced for our rebellion,
crushed for our sins.
He was beaten so we could be whole.
He was whipped so we could be healed.
6
All of us, like sheep, have strayed away.
We have left God’s paths to follow our own.

Yet the Lord laid on him
the sins of us all.
Isaiah 53:1-6 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
How does it make you feel knowing that Jesus died for you and
your sins?
How does the birth of Christ lead us to this message of hope?
What things do you need to give to Jesus this Christmas season
to forgive and let Him breath His hope in?

Day 12
The suffering Savior Part 2
It’s crazy to think about the life of Jesus. Throughout His
whole life, He never did any wrong and never deceived anybody.
He was vulnerable around everybody. If you were around Jesus,
you knew there was something different about Him. He loved
people and spread His message of hope to many. His last
message of hope was His death and resurrection. He willingly
took on the darknesses of the cross. All of the humiliation, abuse,
and condemnation. But He did it so that we could live.
7

He was oppressed and treated harshly,
yet he never said a word.
He was led like a lamb to the slaughter.
And as a sheep is silent before the shearers,
he did not open his mouth.
8
Unjustly condemned,
he was led away.
No one cared that he died without descendants,
that his life was cut short in midstream.
But he was struck down
for the rebellion of my people.
9
He had done no wrong
and had never deceived anyone.
But he was buried like a criminal;
he was put in a rich man’s grave.
Isaiah 53:7-9 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
During this Christmas season, how should we celebrate the death
and resurrection of Jesus? How do Christmas and Easter go
hand-in-hand? In what ways can you spread the message of Hope
this Christmas season?

Day 13
The suffering Savior Part 3
It was in God’s good plan for Jesus to endure the cross. God
knew we could never take on this life and make it through
successfully unless His love was in us. Through Jesus, we have
been counted right by God because He bore all of our sins. You
are not too far from God. When you draw near to Him, He will
always draw near to you.
10 

But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him
and cause him grief.
Yet when his life is made an offering for sin,
he will have many descendants.
He will enjoy a long life,
and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands.
11 
When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish,
he will be satisfied.
And because of his experience,
my righteous servant will make it possible
for many to be counted righteous,
for he will bear all their sins.
12 
I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier,
because he exposed himself to death.
He was counted among the rebels.
He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels.
Isaiah 53:10-12 NLT

Questions to Ponder:
What sins in your life have you been holding onto? How do you
feel knowing Jesus forgives those sins and wants to help you
release them?
What are some next steps in your faith that you feel Christ calling
you take during Advent?

Day 14
Made New – Part 1
For the next three days, we will be looking at scripture and
pondering some questions about what it means to be made new
through Jesus. Because of the sacrifice that Christ made on our
behalf, He has redeemed us, and we are now called to be
ambassadors for Christ. An ambassador is someone who
represents someone or something. So, as an ambassador of Christ
we are called to represent Christ through every aspect of our lives
whether we are in class or at Christmas dinner with our families.
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:20-21 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
How is God calling you right now to be an ambassador for Him?
Where are you feeling led and challenged to be a representative
for Him?

Day 15
Made New – Part 2
Does it seem a little strange to you why we are reading
through non-Christmas story scriptures during an Advent
devotional study? Okay, it might seem a little strange, but it has a
purpose. The birth of Jesus had to happen in order for the
Gospel to happen, it seriously all fits together as God’s plan for
redemption and making His children new in Christ! Because of
the hope we have knowing that as followers of Jesus we will have
eternal life, we can live with the truth knowing that He will wipe
away every tear and one day there will be no more death, crying
or pain. But until then we must be faithful to do what He has
called us to do in the meantime.
21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there
was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.”
Revelation 21:1-4 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
How are you currently living and loving like Jesus did?
Are you living a life that is reflecting the hope we have in Jesus?
Are those around you able to see and know that you have been
made new in Jesus?

Day 16
Made New – Part 3
God Himself came down in the form of a baby in order to
bring salvation to His children. Jesus, the Son of God, was born
into a sinful world. He came to make us new and desires for all
His children to be made new through Him!
He is the Alpha and He is the Omega! Jesus, He is the
beginning and He is the end! Personally, this concept can be hard
for me to wrap my mind around. Like WOAH! This is the Truth!
Jesus was there at the beginning and He will be there in the end!
Yet, God still chose to come down to this earth in the form of a
baby! How humbling it is to know that our God makes us new
through Him because He loves us that much!
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true.”
6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will
give water without cost from the spring of the water of
life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I
will be their God and they will be my children.
Revelation 21:5-7 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
What does it personally mean to you when God personally calls
you His child?
Who will you share this truth with? We should not keep this truth
to ourselves! We should desire for our family and for our friends
to be Made New!

Day 17
From the Line of David – Part 1
As we have previously seen in different passages of Isaiah,
there are many prophecies of the coming Jesus long before Jesus
was even born into this world. So, here is a very brief history
lesson for you. Jesse is the father of David (like the King David
in Psalms). And Jesus is a descendant of David, making Him
from the line of Jesse. Crazy! So, in Isaiah it is prophesying that
Jesus (a shoot) will come from the line of (from the stump) of
Jesse. And much fruit and growth will come to life because of
Jesus!
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the
earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5 Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
Isaiah 11:1-5 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
If you have read Isaiah before, did you know that this passage
was a direct prophecy to the coming Messiah?
What fruit have you seen Jesus bear because of the work that He
has done through you or someone close to you?

Day 18
From the Line of David – Part 2
Now this next passage we are going to read together is super
cool! Jesus brings the nations to Himself! It was prophesied long
before Jesus was born that one day all the nations will rally to the
Root of Jesse, who is Jesus! People of every tribe, tongue, and
nation will come to Him!
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for
the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting
place will be glorious. 11 In that day the Lord will reach
out his hand a second time to reclaim the surviving
remnant of his people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt,
from Upper Egypt, from Cush,[a] from Elam, from
Babylonia, from Hamath and from the islands of the
Mediterranean.
12 He will raise a banner for the nations
and gather the exiles of Israel;
he will assemble the scattered people of Judah
from the four quarters of the earth.
Isaiah 11:10-12 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
How have you seen the nations come to Jesus?
How are you a part of bringing the nations to Jesus?
How can you help to bring the nations to Jesus right where you
are right now?

Day 19
He is coming – Part 1
God also prophesied of the coming Jesus to Jeremiah. Jesus is
described at the Branch sprout from David’s line. Our Savior
would come to save and bring His people to safety in and
through Him. Jeremiah also said that He would be our Lord our
Righteous Savior!
14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will
fulfill the good promise I made to the people of Israel
and Judah.
15 “‘In those days and at that time
I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s
line;
he will do what is just and right in the land.
16 In those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety.
This is the name by which it will be called:
The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’
Jeremiah 33:14-16 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
What is something that was promised to you and then fulfilled
later on?
And how did that fulfillment impact you?
So, we obviously know that the promise the Lord made in this
passage was fulfilled, what does that mean for us today?

Day 20
He is coming – Part 2
Today’s scripture is only one verse, but it’s a powerful one.
Because yet again, years before Jesus was even born, Isaiah
prophesied that Jesus would be born of a virgin (Mary) and He
would be called Immanuel, which means God with us!
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call
him Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
What is the significance of God choosing a virgin to give birth to
the son of God?
How does this prophecy in the Old Testament display to us
God’s provision and plan not only for the New Testament, but
also for our lives today?

Day 21
He is coming – Part 3
One of the cool opportunities we have is to give God praise
knowing about the coming of Jesus. Not just His Christmas
coming, but also the second coming when He makes all things
new. We need not be afraid because of who Jesus is and what
He’s done for us.
9 You who bring good news to Zion,
go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good news to Jerusalem,[a]
lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power,
and he rules with a mighty arm.
See, his reward is with him,
and his recompense accompanies him.
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young.
Isaiah 40:9-11 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
What does it look like to lift up a shout to Jesus? How can you do
that this Christmas season?
What stories of Jesus does this Scripture in Isaiah remind you
about?

Day 22
He is coming – Part 4
This Scripture found in Micah is a direct prophecy about
Jesus. Jesus would be the one who bring Israel back together.
Jesus is the One who shepherds the flock in the name of the
Lord. Jesus is the One who brings peace over all the world. When
we say He is coming, this is something the Israelites looked
forward to and today it is something we celebrate knowing the
celebration of the birth of Jesus is coming!
2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans[a] of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned
until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
5 And he will be our peace
when the Assyrians invade our land
and march through our fortresses.
We will raise against them seven shepherds,
even eight commanders,
Micah 5:2-5 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
If you were an Israelite, what would have been your response to
hearing these words from Micah? How do they still ring true
today as we celebrate Christmas?
What truths about Jesus stick out to you from this Scripture?

Day 23
He is coming – Part 5
This Scripture is good for us to look at as we celebrate
Advent because Jesus is the Word that was in the very beginning
and the Word was and is God. Everything was created through
the Word, so as we celebrate Christmas, we celebrate the Creator
of the world that came to Earth to seek and save the lost. That
Creator has saved us all from the many darknesses we deserve.
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the
beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was
life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
John 1:1-5 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
Why does this Scripture matter when it comes to Advent? How
has God uniquely created you?
What God created things do you enjoy? How can you draw closer
to the Creator this Christmas?

Day 24
He is coming – Part 6
It’s Christmas Eve! Tomorrow is the day so many of us have
looked forward too, because we get to celebrate the birth of
Jesus! I have always loved Christmas Eve for many reasons;
Christmas dinner with my family, grandparents, aunts, uncles,
cousin, the whole big family together, candlelight services at
church, new cozy pajamas (family tradition).
Jesus is our true Light! He calls us children of God when we
believe in Him and accept Him as the Savior of our lives. In the
book of John, we learn that Jesus is the Word, He was then born
into this world as a baby in flesh and dwelled among us. He is
filled with Glory and so full of grace and truth! Let us rest in that
knowledge today!
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the
world was made through him, the world did not
recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God— 13 children born
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only
Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:9-14 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
What is your favorite Christmas tradition?
Who can you share this truth with today that Jesus is the light of
the world?

Day 25
The Birth of Our Savior!
Merry Christmas friends! I pray that you are enjoying the day
celebrating the birth of Jesus today! May we not get wrapped up
in the busyness that this day may bring. Yes, of course opening
presents and seeing the joy on everyone’s faces is fun and yes,
Christmas dinner is super delicious. But, the joy in today
ultimately should come from the truth knowing that our Savior
came down in the form of a baby to bring us to Him.
As my family eats breakfast on Christmas morning, we also
read the story of the birth of Jesus together. This is something
that my family has done for as long as I can even remember. My
parents don’t want my siblings and I to lose sight of the true
meaning of Christmas. I would love for you to now join me in
reading the Christmas story together!
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2
(This was the first census that took place while[a]
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to
their own town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available for them.
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.”
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.19 But
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in
her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the
child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given
him before he was conceived.
Luke 2:1-21 NIV

Questions to Ponder:
What is the best thing that has happened to you since last
Christmas?
What do you (or your family) do to keep Jesus the center of your
Christmas day?
How are you going to live out the hope we have in Jesus today?

